The United States Department of Agriculture Nematode Collection (USDANC) is one of the largest and most valuable in existence and includes millions of specimens housed in over 39,800 permanent slides and 9,300 vials. This collection preserves type specimens of nematodes to serve as a reference for identifications and future taxonomic revisions. Also, the collection provides useful information on nematode hosts, occurrence, and distribution. The present list includes type specimens added to the USDANC since 1998. Since that time, the collection has expanded, with 474 type species mounted and preserved on 2,564 glass slides and 180 vials. We encourage nematologists throughout the world to deposit type specimens in the USDANC for use by future generations.
user friendly; typing the genus and the species name will reveal a list with all relevant entries and provide information about the host, the collector, the collection date, and the date when the sample was received. The database also provides a detailed list of specimens that are deposited in the USDANC and that are available to interested scientists throughout the world. The policies for loaning slides has been described in detail by Handoo et al. (1998a,b) . In addition to the nematode collection database, the USDANC website features a brief history of the USDA Nematology Laboratory as well as some basic techniques used in the laboratory. The USDANC welcomes and encourages submissions of type specimens from scientists worldwide in order to continue to enrich the collection and future research.
The type specimens listed in this publication can be used as a reference to locate type material added since 1998. Researchers are cautioned that nomenclatorial changes are not provided. The generic and specific names listed below are arranged in alphabetical order according to the nomenclature indicated at Zafar A. Handoo, 1 Institute for Science and Education through an interagency agreement between the U.S. Department of Energy and USDA-ARS. Mention of trade names or commercial products in this publication is solely for the purpose of providing specific information and does not imply recommendation or endorsement by the U.S. Department of Agriculture. USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
